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in the hands of the enemy, whose mines and guns made any attack by the fleet precarious or impossible. It is possible that perseverance and continuous reinforcements would in the end have won success, and the Cabinet decided to go on in that hope, but the great Suvla Bay attack on August 6 again just fell short of the commanding positions, and the question of reinforcing and going on again raised all the old debates about the numbers which could be safely spared from the west front. In the end, the French, by suddenly deciding on an expedition to Salonica — their one exception to their otherwise stubborn adherence to die mail theatre — and requiring the British Government to provide 150,000 max for that project, compelled the evacuation of the Peninsula, for it was impossible at that moment to find troops for two great eastern expeditions, and, failing them, it was the opinion of Lord Kitchener, who had been sent out specially to report on the situation, and of all the soldiers on the spot, that there was no alternative but to wind up the expedition.
The evacuation, carried out without the loss of a man, was a triumph of skilful and secret preparation, and the culminating disaster which some had predicted on any attempt to extricate the expedition was happily averted. Though tne enterprise had failed in its main object, it was by no means fruidess. By exhausting the military strength of the Turks it made Egypt secure against invasion, and paved the way for the operations which drove them out of Mesopotamia and Palestine in later phases of the war. Nowhere was greater courage shown by aU the army in adverse circumstances. To Australians and New Zealanders especially, the doings of the Anzacs (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) will always be a proud memory. Though the maximum British strength in this expedition was never more than 128,000, the casualties were 112,000 including 33,000 dead or missing.
The First Coalition Government
High hopes had been built on the Dardanelles expedition, and the disappointment which followed the comparative failure of the first effort had serious results for Asquith's Government. The differences between Mr. Churchill, the First Lord of the Admiralty, and the First Sea Lord, Lord Fisher, wereies hadFrench
